Section B: The 19th century novel
Answer one question from this section on your chosen text.
Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
Read the following extract from Chapter 8 and then answer the question that follows.
In this extract, Utterson and the butler Poole discuss what might have happened to Dr Jekyll. 
Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson create a sense of Hyde as an object of fear and disgust?
Write about:
· how Stevenson creates a sense of fear and disgust in this extract
· how Stevenson creates a sense of fear and disgust in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]
‘Well, sir, it went so quick, and the creature was so doubled up, that I could hardly swear to that,’ was the answer. ‘But if you mean, was it Mr. Hyde? — why, yes, I think it was! You see, it was much of the same bigness; and it had the same quick, light way with it; and then who else could have got in by the laboratory door? You have not forgot, sir that at the time of the murder he had still the key with him? But that’s not all. I don’t know, Mr. Utterson, if ever you met this Mr. Hyde?’ 
‘Yes,’ said the lawyer, ‘I once spoke with him.’ 
‘Then you must know as well as the rest of us that there was something queer about that gentleman — something that gave a man a turn — I don’t know rightly how to say it, sir, beyond this: that you felt it in your marrow kind of cold and thin.’
 	‘I own I felt something of what you describe,’ said Mr. Utterson. 
‘Quite so, sir,’ returned Poole. ‘Well, when that masked thing like a monkey jumped from among the chemicals and whipped into the cabinet, it went down my spine like ice. Oh, I know it’s not evidence, Mr. Utterson. I’m book-learned enough for that; but a man has his, feelings, and I give you my Bible-word it was Mr. Hyde!’ 
‘Ay, ay,’ said the lawyer. ‘My fears incline to the same point. Evil, I fear, founded — evil was sure to come — of that connection. Ay, truly, I believe you; I believe poor Harry is killed; and I believe his murderer (for what purpose, God alone can tell) is still lurking in his victim’s room. Well, let our name be vengeance.’






















Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson create a sense of Hyde as an object of fear and disgust?
This extract comes towards the end of the novel, when Hyde is a wanted man and Jekyll has become a virtual recluse.  It highlights other characters’ intense fears of Hyde and concern for Jekyll’s safety as the plot builds to its climax and they break down the door to the Cabinet.
The sense of fear of Hyde is created in the extract through the imagery and emotive language used by Poole to describe his terror to Utterson…
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In the novel as a whole, the mysteries which surround Hyde and the evil events linked to him, further exaggerate this sense of fear …
Use references like: 
“Blackmail House is what I call that place with the door…” [Enfield, ‘The Story of the Door’] “disappearance or unexplained absence for any period exceeding three months…”  [The Will, ‘Search for Mr Hyde’]
“…there would stand by his side a figure to whom power was given, and even at that dead hour he must rise and do its bidding.”  [Utterson’s nightmare, ‘Search for Mr Hyde]
“with ape-like fury…trampling his victim under foot… hailing down a storm of blows…” [The Carew Murder Case’]
“They were both pale and there was an answering horror in their eyes.” [The Incident at the Window]

The characters of Poole and Utterson also express a disgust and revulsion for Hyde in this extract which Stevenson links to Victorian fears of mankind’s primitive origins, as proposed by Darwin’s Theory of Evolution.  We see this when…





The disgust and revulsion that other characters feel for him builds throughout the novel, revealing that the spread of evil can be contagious, affecting all aspects of society…
Use references like: 
“every time he looked at my prisoner, I saw that Sawbones turn sick and white with the desire to kill him…. The women…were as wild as harpies” [Enfield, ‘The Story of the Door’]
“…the hitherto unknown disgust, loathing and fear with which Mr Utterson regarded him.” [The Search for Hyde]
 “there was something abnormal and misbegotten in the very essence of the creature that now faced me – something seizing, surprising and revolting…” “My life has shaken to its roots; sleep has left me; the deadliest terror sits by me at all hours of the night and day.”  [Dr Lanyon’s Narrative]

