Mock exam question:
‘We’re respectable citizens and not criminals’ Gerald.
 How  does Priestley present the attitudes of Gerald Croft during the play? 

Write about:
• what Gerald says and does throughout the play
• how far Priestley presents Gerald’s attitudes.

Priestley presents Gerald Croft in the same was as the Birlings, privileged and selfish…
He is confident (and arrogant?), the privileged son of a Lord and Lady (what class does he represent? What is Priestley’s message about the upper classes? Why are the Birlings keen to impress him?)
"an attractive chap about thirty ... very much the easy well-bred young-man-about-town."
'I don't come into this suicide business.’  
Like Mr Birling he doesn’t see that his place in society will change (dramatic irony)

[bookmark: _GoBack]His treatment of Eva Smith – selfish or did he genuinely care?
'Sorry- I- well, I've suddenly realized- taken it in properly- that she's dead-'
‘I want you to understand that I didn't install her there so that I could make love to her.'​
'I didn't feel about her as she felt about me'
The inspector notes: ‘at least Gerald ‘had some affection for her and made her happy for a time.’
"She was young and pretty and warm-hearted - and intensely grateful.’
Sheila says, “You were the wonderful fairy prince. You must have adored it Gerald.”
His treatment of Sheila:
‘I was awfully busy at the works’
Gerald’s exit and re-entrance – his dramatic role in ‘exposing’ the Inspector.
When he realises the inspector isn’t real:
 ‘Everything’s all right now Sheila. (Holds up the ring.) What about this ring?’

His attitude at the end? 
He’s keen to pretend the whole thing hasn’t happened and is unwilling to accept any blame, he feels that things should return to how they were at the start of the evening and can’t understand why Sheila feels differently. He aligns more with the older generation than the younger.
What is Priestley’s message here? What is he telling his audience about responsibility and change? 
Challenge: Do we feel any sympathy for him as he does seem to be affected by her death?
