[bookmark: speech24]Macbeth

Read the following extract from Act 2 Scene 2 of Macbeth and then answer the question which follows.

At this point in the play Macbeth has murdered Duncan and has come to meet Lady Macbeth in the courtyard of his castle.

MACBETH
I'll go no more:
I am afraid to think what I have done;
Look on't again I dare not.
LADY MACBETH
Infirm of purpose!
Give me the daggers: the sleeping and the dead
Are but as pictures: 'tis the eye of childhood
That fears a painted devil. If he do bleed,
I'll gild the faces of the grooms withal;
For it must seem their guilt.
[Exit. Knocking within]
MACBETH
Whence is that knocking?
How is't with me, when every noise appals me?
What hands are here? ha! they pluck out mine eyes.
Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this blood
Clean from my hand? No, this my hand will rather
The multitudinous seas in incarnadine,
Making the green one red.
[Re-enter LADY MACBETH]
LADY MACBETH
My hands are of your colour; but I shame
To wear a heart so white.
[Knocking within]
I hear a knocking
At the south entry: retire we to our chamber;
A little water clears us of this deed:
How easy is it, then! Your constancy
Hath left you unattended.
[Knocking within]

































Starting with this extract, explore how Shakespeare presents the feelings of guilt and remorse in Macbeth. 

Write about:
· how Shakespeare presents guilt and remorse in this extract
· how Shakespeare presents guilt and remorse in the play as a whole.


[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]

The extract comes from a key moment in the play where Lady Macbeth’s plan to assassinate Duncan has been put into action. We also see a considerable change in Macbeth’s character – from brave and a noble warrior, to a nervous and hysterical wreck – due to the instant remorse and guilt he feels over the ‘deed’ he has just committed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
In the extract, Shakespeare clearly shows the catastrophic effect guilt plays on Macbeth through the use of imagery to exaggerate the results of his regicide, and by portraying Macbeth’s paralysis…





In the rest of the play, Shakespeare again shows the powerful hold that feelings of guilt and remorse have over Macbeth, such as during the celebratory banquet where Banquo’s Ghost reduces him from King to terrified child…

[bookmark: 3.4.60][bookmark: 3.4.61]“Thou canst not say I did it: never shake / Thy gory locks at me.”
[bookmark: 3.4.110]“Avaunt! and quit my sight!”
[bookmark: 3.4.124][bookmark: 3.4.125]“Hence, horrible shadow! / Unreal mockery, hence!”
[bookmark: 3.4.86]“What, quite unmann'd in folly?”
“Why do you make such faces? / You look but on a stool.” (Lady Macbeth)





In the extract, we also see how guilt and remorse have no effect on Lady Macbeth, who instead focuses on abusing her husband to try and shake him into action, and ironically tries to downplay the aftermath of Duncan’s murder.






However, later in the play, feelings of guilt and remorse catch up with Lady Macbeth with fatal consequences.

[bookmark: 5.1.31]“Out, damned spot! out, I say!”
[bookmark: 5.1.38]“The thane of Fife had a wife: where is she now?”
[bookmark: 5.1.45][bookmark: 5.1.46][bookmark: 5.1.47]“Here's the smell of the blood still: all the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand…”
[bookmark: 5.5.18]“The queen, my lord, is dead.” (Seyton)



Macbeth

Read the following extract from Act 3 Scene 4 of Macbeth and then answer the question which follows.

At this point in the play Macbeth is holding a feast to celebrate his coronation, and has seen the Ghost of Banquo for the first time.




[bookmark: speech26]ROSS
[bookmark: 3.4.62]Gentlemen, rise: his highness is not well.
[bookmark: speech27]LADY MACBETH
[bookmark: 3.4.63][bookmark: 3.4.64][bookmark: 3.4.65][bookmark: 3.4.66][bookmark: 3.4.67][bookmark: 3.4.68]Sit, worthy friends: my lord is often thus,
And hath been from his youth: pray you, keep seat;
The fit is momentary; upon a thought
He will again be well: if much you note him,
You shall offend him and extend his passion:
Feed, and regard him not. Are you a man?
[bookmark: speech28]MACBETH
[bookmark: 3.4.69][bookmark: 3.4.70]Ay, and a bold one, that dare look on that
Which might appal the devil.
[bookmark: speech29]LADY MACBETH
[bookmark: 3.4.71][bookmark: 3.4.72][bookmark: 3.4.73][bookmark: 3.4.74][bookmark: 3.4.75][bookmark: 3.4.76][bookmark: 3.4.77][bookmark: 3.4.78][bookmark: 3.4.79]O proper stuff!
This is the very painting of your fear:
This is the air-drawn dagger which, you said,
Led you to Duncan. O, these flaws and starts,
Impostors to true fear, would well become
A woman's story at a winter's fire,
Authorized by her grandam. Shame itself!
Why do you make such faces? When all's done,
You look but on a stool.





























Starting with this extract, explore how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth as a controlling character in Macbeth. 

Write about:
· how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in this extract
· how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in the play as a whole.


[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]
The extract is taken from a key scene of the play where Macbeth is reduced to a nervous wreck by the sight of Banquo’s Ghost, forcing Lady Macbeth to once again become controlling and forceful, in order to try and salvage her husband’s future as king.

We can see in this extract that Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth as trying to control her husband’s actions by insulting his masculinity, and her use of exclamatives and rhetorical questions to call attention to his behaviour.






This is not the first time Lady Macbeth has been presented as a controlling character. Earlier in the play, Macbeth wanted to abort the plan to kill Duncan…

[bookmark: 1.7.38][bookmark: 1.7.44][bookmark: 1.7.39]“Was the hope drunk / Wherein you dress'd yourself?”
[bookmark: 1.7.46]“Wouldst thou… live a coward in thine own esteem?”
[bookmark: 1.7.54]“When you durst do it, then you were a man”
[bookmark: 1.7.61][bookmark: 1.7.62][bookmark: 1.7.63][bookmark: 1.7.64]“I would, while it was smiling in my face, /Have pluck'd my nipple from his boneless gums, / And dash'd the brains out, had I so sworn as you / Have done to this.”
[bookmark: 1.7.67][bookmark: 1.7.68]“Screw your courage to the sticking-place, / And we'll not fail”





In the extract, Shakespeare also presents Lady Macbeth as controlling the other Thanes at the banquet, giving her power over men that few women had at the time the play was written. Lady Macbeth uses imperatives and quick thinking in an attempt to save Macbeth’s reputation.








However, in other parts of the play, Lady Macbeth has significantly less control; one example is shortly after Macbeth is crowned king…

[bookmark: 3.2.3][bookmark: 3.2.4]“Say to the king, I would attend his leisure / For a few words.”
[bookmark: 3.2.10][bookmark: 3.2.31]“How now, my lord! why do you keep alone?”
“Gentle my lord, sleek o'er your rugged looks…”
[bookmark: 3.2.50]“What's to be done?”
[bookmark: 3.2.51][bookmark: 3.2.52]“Be innocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck, / Till thou applaud the deed.” (Mac.)
